The use of continuous peritoneal dialysis in Europe for the treatment of children with end-stage renal failure: data from the EDTA Registry.
The demographic data on the use of continuous peritoneal dialysis in Europe for children starting renal replacement therapy under the age of 15 years was obtained from data collected by the Registry of the European Dialysis and Transplant Association--European Renal Association (EDTA Registry) on individual patient questionnaires 1980-1986. Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) and its variants appeared to be increasingly utilised as treatment for children with end-stage renal failure (ESRF) and accounted for approximately 25% of all renal replacement therapy (RRT). Important differences in its use in various European countries are demonstrated. The proportional contribution of CAPD to treatment was higher during the first year of RRT and gradually decreased thereafter. No significant sex differences existed in the use of this treatment. Approximately 70% of all patients on CAPD were older than 6 years of age, but it is in those under 6 years that the highest proportion are put on CAPD as first method of treatment for end-stage renal failure. The most common cause of abandonment of this treatment was peritonitis, which contributed 50% of the drop-out rate.